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Seventeen percent of the people I 

represent are on Medicare, roughly 
114,000 people. Many of these citizens 
live in communities where there are 
few doctors and few health care op-
tions. If the available doctors stop see-
ing Medicare patients, the health care 
access for all Kansans will be severely 
damaged. We must prevent the sched-
uled physician fee reductions from 
going into effect, and I encourage the 
Senate to take up necessary legislation 
now. 

Just this week, I received a letter 
from a family physician back home. 
He, of course, expressed his frustration 
with our current Medicare system. 
Here are his words: 

‘‘It is with mixed emotion that I am 
writing to inform you of my intent to 
leave my family medicine practice. I 
have reached the point where I am no 
longer willing to expose myself or my 
family to the risk of having to rely 
upon an increasingly unreliable and 
poor source of income, Medicare. As a 
small business with 12 employees, I 
don’t have the margin to absorb others’ 
incompetence or our government’s ca-
pricious reimbursement. I am not will-
ing to be a pawn in an ideological chess 
match in Washington, and therefore as 
of today I will no longer accept Medi-
care patients. 

‘‘I am considering a position in an 
economically booming region in an-
other State that is nearly 95 percent 
private pay. What physician worth 
their salt will continue in a system 
that undervalues the work they do for 
a patient population that is the most 
complex and the most time demand-
ing? 

‘‘Congress and the Medicare system 
are taking advantage of good-inten-
tioned physicians who are more inter-
ested in caring for patients and uphold-
ing and honoring the Hippocratic Oath 
than lining their pockets. Even now, 
writing this letter to you, I feel a sense 
of guilt as though I am betraying my 
Medicare patients. I have realized, 
however, that it is not I that have be-
trayed the elderly, rather Congress.’’ 

When doctors close their practices, it 
creates a gap that is almost impossible 
for us in rural communities to fill. 
Congress must understand that we 
have a responsibility in making physi-
cians want to continue to practice 
medicine, to not give them the reason 
to walk out their clinic or hospital 
doors and never look back. Congress 
needs to look closely at our role in 
these trends and make sure we are not 
encouraging this situation by playing 
politics with people’s health care and 
their lives. 

I hope that the Senate will pass legis-
lation this week that can keep our 
vital health care system in place and 
protect our most vulnerable citizens. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
SENATOR JESSE HELMS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Senator Jesse 
Helms. Senator Helms, who passed 
away this past 4th of July at the age of 
86, was renowned for his considerable 
personal warmth and his commitment 
to the good of his constituents. So it is 
no surprise that in the days after his 
passing, tales from his constituents 
across the State of North Carolina paid 
tribute to his decades-long track 
record of thoughtful constituent serv-
ice. 

But Senator Helms was so much 
more than a good public servant. He 
was a man of integrity, and over the 
course of his 30 years of service in the 
United States Senate, you could al-
ways count on one thing: You knew 
where Jesse Helms stood on the issue. 
An outspoken conservative who was 
never bashful about defending the con-
servative principles of small govern-
ment and individual freedom, he was a 
man who refused to compromise on his 
principles. 

Senator Helms knew a conservative 
when he saw one. This is why he helped 
propel Ronald Reagan to the national 
stage by orchestrating Reagan’s North 
Carolina primary victory in 1976. In so 
doing, he helped prepare the ground-
work for the eventual Reagan Revolu-
tion of the 1980s. 

As we remember the life of Senator 
Helms, we know we have lost one of the 
finest conservative statesmen of a gen-
eration. Senator Helms believed that 
America was the greatest nation in the 
world, and that belief informed his 
principles and the policies that he ulti-
mately pursued. For instance, he knew 
that a strong America would be a sign-
post of hope for millions during the un-
certain times of global communist in-
fluence in the seventies and eighties. 
As a strident anti-communist, he 
fought to ensure America would be a 
bulwark against the forces of oppres-
sion and tyranny in the communist 
corners of the globe. 

Senator Helms was also an indomi-
table champion of life. He believed in 
the dignity of the lives of the unborn 
and fought with heroic energy to see to 
it that they might receive the protec-
tion they deserve. His pro-life legacy is 
still with us today. In fact, Senator 
Helms successfully amended legislation 
35 years ago to include what is today 
known as the ‘‘Helms amendment.’’ 
This amendment, which is still in ef-
fect, mandates that no U.S. foreign aid 
money may be used to pay for or pro-
mote abortions. 

Yes, Senator Helms fought for the in-
nocent unborn, he condemned wide-

spread corruption in the United Na-
tions before it was popular to do so, 
and he staked out clear conservative 
positions without having to consult a 
pollster. He was a one-of-a-kind leader 
who passed on conservative principles 
to many, including me. But his cru-
sades were never just about him. Rath-
er, he fought for his country and the 
ideas that he knew made America 
great. 

He said it best in his farewell address 
to the Senate: ‘‘Being remembered 
isn’t important. What is important is 
standing up for what you believe to be 
right, hoping that you have done ev-
erything you can to preserve the moral 
and spiritual principles that made 
America great in the first place.’’ 

Senator Helms’ death last Friday was 
a profound loss for America and for the 
State of North Carolina. He served his 
country well, dispatching his duty to 
stand up for what is right with 
unrivaled moral clarity. He will be 
missed, and today my thoughts and my 
prayers are with his family and loved 
ones as they grieve this loss and re-
member a life well-lived. 

f 

DECLARING ENERGY 
INDEPENDENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam 
Speaker, I would like to say to the gen-
tlewoman who just spoke that I sure 
share her admiration for Jesse Helms. I 
had the honor to work with him on leg-
islation known as the Helms-Burton 
law, and I want you to know he was a 
wonderful man, a titan and a real con-
servative, and the kind of man that ev-
erybody in America could be proud to 
say that he was a Senator in the au-
gust body on the other side of the 
building. 

Let me just say briefly today that we 
just celebrated the 4th of July, known 
as Independence Day, and we celebrate 
that because we became an inde-
pendent Nation after the Revolu-
tionary War by winning that war and 
becoming not a colony of Great Brit-
ain, but a United States of America, an 
independent country. Our Declaration 
of Independence. 

Now we are faced with another prob-
lem. It is called energy dependence. We 
are dependent on Saudi Arabia, we are 
dependent on other countries in the 
Middle East, we are dependent on coun-
tries in South America like Venezuela 
that are not friends of ours, and we 
ought to be moving toward energy 
independence. 

Any of my colleagues who were out 
marching in parades during the 4th of 
July recess ought to know that the 
people they were talking to on those 
parade routes were saying, hey, we 
don’t want gasoline at $4 or $5 a gallon. 
We don’t need to have gasoline at $4 or 
$5 a gallon, because we can drill right 
here in the United States and get 
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